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You can't use up creativity.
The more you use, the more you have.

- Maya Angelou
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- Conference Committee

Welcome!
Welcome to the 46th Annual Los Angeles City/County Conference on Gifted Education. We 
are excited to provide this conference virtually, allowing us to connect with educators 
throughout California. These unprecedented times have challenged all of us to be 
leaders and find creative solutions to problems – the very traits that we will highlight in 
today’s conference.    

In Los Angeles Unified School District, we are proud to identify gifted/talented students 
in seven categories. By identifying students in multiple categories, L.A. Unified has 
created an expansive and inclusive definition of “giftedness” that transcends the 
traditional definition that is often very narrowly defined by IQ alone. We want to shine 
a spotlight on two gifted identification categories this year – Creative Ability and 
Leadership Ability. These two categories for gifted identification are the foundation for 
the conference today. 

Dr. Howard Gardner of Harvard University proclaims that society will need five competen-
cies, or “Minds for the Future” – Disciplined, Synthesizing, Creative, Respectful and 
Ethical. By identifying and providing specialized programming opportunities for students 
who show creative and leadership abilities, we are nurturing the dreamers and leaders of 
the future. We hope that today, you find sessions that will provide some new “big ideas” to 
take back to your districts, schools and classrooms to help students soar into the future. 
After all, we are all tasked with the challenge and responsibility of “preparing students for 
jobs that don’t yet exist, using technologies that haven’t been invented, in order to solve 
problems we don’t even know are problems yet” (Richard Riley). 

We are delighted to welcome Scott Barry Kaufman, Ph.D., as our keynote speaker. Dr. 
Kaufman is a humanistic psychologist and professor at Columbia University where 
he teaches courses on creativity and well-being. He is also the Director of Research 
at the Bridges 2e Center for Research and Professional Development. Dr. Kaufman 
was misdiagnosed with a learning disability as a child, when it was actually a hearing 
issue. Because of this misdiagnosis he has made it his life’s work to debunk traditional 
notions of intelligence, standardized testing methods and how to best foster learning in 
our children. Dr. Kaufman believes that we need to champion creativity, a severely 
undervalued learning tool. In today’s keynote, Dr. Kaufman will make an argument for 
why traditional ideas about intelligence are becoming outdated, and he will leave you 
with new ideas for instilling and encouraging imagination from your students. 
Conference attendees will be mailed a copy of Dr. Kaufman’s book, Wired to Create: 
Unraveling the Mysteries of the Creative Mind.

All of the presenters today represent a highly curated group of experts and contributors 
to the field of education. Their sessions will be dynamic and thought-provoking, as well 
as provide models to cultivate gifted minds for the future.  

On behalf of our community of gifted learners and educators, we thank you for your 
dedication and openness to learn new strategies to infuse creativity, leadership and 
inventiveness into the academic and social-emotional lives of gifted learners – to allow 
them to create, invent and lead us into the future. 



Conference Schedule
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7:25 a.m.

7:40 – 8:00 a.m.

8:00 – 8:45 a.m.

8:45 – 9:15 a.m.

9:25 – 10:20 a.m.

10:30 – 11:25 a.m.

11:35 a.m. – 12:45 p.m. 

12:45 p.m. 

Virtual Conference Platform Opens

Welcome and Introduction

Keynote Address

Live Audience Q & A

Session I

Session II

Session III (Plenary)

Evaluation
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navigating the virtual conference

The virtual conference format is simple to navigate. The conference 
homepage http://LAUSD.ecastlive.com provides all of the information you 
need to participate in sessions. Please carefully review these important 
technical support options prior to the event to ensure a smooth and seamless 
conference experience. 

technical Support Options
•  You will use your email address that you registered with for the conference to log 

in to the conference and to access each conference session. If you switch sessions, 
you will be prompted to log in each time with the same email address. 

•  A technical assistance link is located at the bottom of the webcast registration 
page: Computer Tips 

•  Frontline technical support and troubleshooting will be available via the Tech 
Support box on each session’s webcast screen; participants can enter tech 
support questions into the chat box for a one-on-one text chat with tech support 
personnel in real time. Please note that this will become available at 7:25 a.m. 
(fifteen minutes prior to the start of the conference at 7:40 a.m.).

•  Each session webcast screen will include a button to link participants back to the 
main conference homepage at the end of each session or in case you would like to 
switch sessions.

•  If disconnected or dropped from a session, you will be able to log in again with the 
same conference registration email address. 

•  We know how hard it is to choose from the many wonderful sessions in each time 
slot. For this reason, we are able to offer access to a session you may have missed 
after the conference is completed. Go to http://LAUSD.ecastlive.com to access 
archived sessions from the conference. 

https://presentations.akamaized.net/ProductResources/Production/HTML/ComputerTips/ComputerTips.html
http://LAUSD.ecastlive.com
http://LAUSD.ecastlive.com


navigating the virtual conference
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• In addition to the Tech Support text chat, technical support is available during the
conference via email at: nevin@ecastpro.com (please check Computer Tips before
emailing)

• General conference support is available via email at: lhunt@lausd.net 

• Conference registration support is available via email at: nnn8729@lausd.net 

• NOTE: Conference participation will be logged through online system metrics. This
data will be used to validate full participation to receive a conference attendance
certificate. A certificate will be automatically generated and sent to your conference
registration email address once participation is validated in the system. Please
keep this email and certificate for your records; it will not be reissued.

Structure of the Session webcast Screen

https://presentations.akamaized.net/ProductResources/Production/HTML/ComputerTips/ComputerTips.html
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digital resources, evaluation and certificate of completion

accessing Digital resources
Some presenters have opted to provide digital resources for 

participants. Digital resources can be accessed on the virtual 
conference homepage: http://LAUSD.ecastlive.com. Once you enter a 
virtual session, refer to the “Handouts” section of the session screen 

(bottom right quadrant).

evaluation Information
We value your feedback! At the end of the event,

please complete the brief online evaluation for the virtual conference.

Evaluation Link:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2020GATEConference

Certificate of Completion
Conference participation will be logged through online system 

metrics. This data will be used to validate full participation to receive a 
conference attendance certificate. A certificate will be automatically 

generated and sent to your conference registration email address 
once participation is validated in the system. Please keep this email 

and certificate for your records; it will not be reissued.

The role of the teacher is to create the conditions for 
invention rather than provide ready-made knowledge.

- Seymour Papert

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2020GATEConference
http://LAUSD.ecastlive.com


The Annual Los Angeles City/County Conference on Gifted Education is 

designed to provide an opportunity for educators of gifted learners to 

discuss specialized topics and issues of vital importance to the development 

of quality educational programs for gifted students in Southern California 

schools, including the differentiated implementation of the California 

Standards. This conference addresses the diversity that exists among our 

gifted learners and provides information to support the academic and 

social-emotional growth of these students. There will be an array of sessions 

for teachers, administrators and community members designed to meet the 

new realities of the 21st century GATE student.

Sincere thanks to the Conference Committee: LaRoyce Bell, Executive 

Director, Greater Los Angeles Gifted Children’s Association; Dr. Lucy Hunt, 

Conference Chair; Dr. Nicole Niederdeppe and Erin Yoshida-Ehrmann, 

District Coordinators; Dr. Bob Grubb and Michelle Papazyan, District 

Specialists, Gifted/Talented Programs, Los Angeles Unified School District; 

Color TV Design; ECAST Productions; Propelling Academic Success in 

Creativity and Leadership (PASCAL) Title IV Grant.  

 

Special appreciation to: Austin Beutner, Superintendent; Alison 

Yoshimoto-Towery, Chief Academic Officer, Division of Instruction; 

Arzie Galvez, Director, Advanced Learning Options; Gifted/Talented 

Programs & Advanced Learning Options Staff, Los Angeles Unified 

School District.
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Conference Mission

ACknowledgments

Creativity is inventing, experimenting, growing, taking 
risks, breaking rules, making mistakes, and having fun.

- Mary Lou Cook



Conference Planner   

Session I: 9:25 - 10:20 a.m.

First Choice:
Workshop Title ______________________________________________

Second Choice:
Workshop Title ______________________________________________

Session II: 10:30 - 11:25 a.m.

First Choice:
Workshop Title ______________________________________________

Second Choice:
Workshop Title ______________________________________________

Session III (plenary): 11:35 a.m. - 12:45 p.m.

First Choice:
Workshop Title ______________________________________________

Second Choice:
Workshop Title  ______________________________________________
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Do not follow where the path may lead.
Go instead where there is no path and leave a trail.

- Ralph Waldo Emerson
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Lucy Hunt, Ph.D.
District Coordinator
Gifted/Talented Programs
Advanced Learning Options
Los Angeles Unified School District

Alison
Yoshimoto-Towery

Chief Academic Officer
Division of Instruction

Los Angeles Unified School District

Leadership and learning are indispensable to each other.
- John F. Kennedy



Scott Barry Kaufman, Ph.D., is a psychologist at Columbia Univer-
sity exploring the depths of human potential. He writes the 
weekly Scientific American column, Beautiful Minds, and hosts 
The Psychology Podcast. Some of his books  include  Ungifted: 
Intelligence Redefined and  Wired to Create: Unraveling the 

Mysteries of the Creative Mind.

keynote Address   8:00 – 8:45 a.m.
live audience q&a 8:45-9:15 a.m.
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You’re Wired to Create: How to Develop
Your Own Creative Talents

Scott Barry Kaufman was misdiagnosed with a learning disability as a child—when 

in fact, it was a hearing issue—so he’s made it his life’s work to debunk traditional 

notions of intelligence, standardized testing methods and how to best foster 

learning in our kids. To Dr. Kaufman, we need to champion creativity, a severely 

undervalued learning tool. It’s not just for fun, but creativity is an incredible tool for 

approaching obstacles and solving problems. How can we rethink intelligence in 

the classroom? How can we use creativity to get kids thinking critically, developing 

new skills and collaborating in fresh ways? And, how can we bring out the best from 

our kids’ individual styles of learning? Dr. Kaufman makes an argument for why 

traditional ideas about intelligence are becoming outdated and leaves you with 

new ideas for instilling and encouraging imagination from your students.

Scott Barry
Kaufman, Ph.D.
Associate Professor of Psychology
Columbia University
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Sessions i & II at-a-Glance session i - 9:25 - 10:20 a.m.  •  session ii - 10:30 - 11:25 a.m.

Session i & Session II options will repeat at both times. 

Brave New Worlds: The Gifted, Gaming and Social 
Media (K-12)
Morgan Appel, Ph.D.

The Creativity Infusion (K-12)
Lisa Van Gemert

Solving the Frankenstein Problem: The Brain Basis 
for Integrated Social, Emotional and Academic 
Development Among Gifted Children (K-12)
Mary Helen Immordino-Yang, Ed.D.

Redesigning Differentiation (K-12)
Sandra Kaplan, Ed.D.

There’s Magic Inside: Maximizing the Cultural 
Capital of Students of Color  (K-6)
Regina Myles

Measuring Creativity  (K-12)
Tiffany Owens

Teaching the Gifted Brain: 20 Instructional
Strategies for Creating, Inventing and Leading  (K-12)
Marcia Tate, Ed.D.

The Psychology, Neuroanatomy and Care of the 
Creative Brain and Person (K-12)
Nicole Tetreault, Ph.D.

Option A

Option B

Option C

Option D

Option E

Option F

Option G

Option H



session I - 9:25 - 10:20 a.m.  •  session ii - 10:30 - 11:25 a.m.

Option A

Brave New Worlds: The Gifted, Gaming and Social Media

Intended Audience: Teachers, Administrators, Coordinators & Parents (K-12)

Social media is ubiquitous and pervasive in our daily 
existence, but its fluid, magnetic and at times chaotic 
nature affects the gifted and talented in distinctive 
ways. Brave New Worlds offers a robust synopsis of the 
dynamic roles played by social media in the lives of 
students, educators and families, including advocacy 
and policymaking; access and equality; and acquisition 
of resources for academic and metacognitive support. 
Impacts of social media use on mental and physical 
well-being; cognitive and socioemotional development; 
creativity and critical thinking; perfectionism/impostor 
syndrome; dual exceptionality; cultivating resilience and 
growth mindset; technology overuse/addiction; among others will 
also be explored. The session will also examine the unique case of multiplayer gaming 
platforms (such as Fortnite) as they relate to cyberbullying and managing online 
relationships. Practical resources for practitioners, administrators and parents will be 
provided, with attention to developing collaborative and cohesive strategies for 
responsible use in school and home.

Morgan Appel, Ph.D., Assistant Dean, Education and Community Outreach, 
University of California, San Diego Extension

Option B

The Creativity Infusion

Intended Audience: Teachers, Administrators, Coordinators, Psychologists & Parents (K-12)

This session introduces teachers to practical, actionable 
strategies for infusing creativity into the classroom. 
Participants will learn how to add creativity to existing 
lessons painlessly in all content areas and how to 
assess creativity with rubrics. 

Lisa Van Gemert, Educator, Speaker & Gifted 
and Talented Consultant
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session I - 9:25 - 10:20 a.m.  •  session ii - 10:30 - 11:25 a.m.

Option C

Solving the Frankenstein Problem: The Brain Basis for 
Integrated Social, Emotional and Academic Development 
Among Gifted Children

Intended Audience: Teachers, Administrators, Coordinators, Psychologists & Parents (K-12)

Emotions shape our thoughts, actions and experiences – how 
we think and who we become. But how? And what does this 
mean for teachers and the design of educational environ-
ments? What does it mean for the education of gifted 
children? Mary Helen Immordino-Yang will present her 
research on the neurobiology and psychology of 
social emotions, including these emotions’ deep 
visceral roots in the feeling and regulation of the body 
and consciousness, their connections to memory and 
abstract thought and their propensity to heighten one’s 
own subjective sense of self-awareness, motivation and 
purpose. She will share findings from her cross-cultural 
studies in China as well as from studies in Los Angeles and Geneva 
schools. The findings have important implications for our understanding of child and 
adolescent development and can help educators to think in new ways about the 
purpose, scope and assessment of high-quality education. Her studies underscore the 
necessity of supporting students’ humanity to optimally support their academic 
excellence.

Mary Helen Immordino-Yang, Ed.D., Associate Professor,
Rossier School of Education, University of Southern California

Option D

Redesigning Differentiation

Intended Audience: Teachers, Administrators, Coordinators, Psychologists & Parents (K-12)

This session is designed to introduce three areas of differentiation: 
reinforce, refine and redesign.  Each of these areas of 
differentiation will be applied to various disciplines and 
exemplified by techniques for teachers to implement in 
order to ensure that differentiation recognizes and 
responds to the academic, interest and ability differences 
among gifted learners.

Sandra Kaplan, Ed.D., Associate Professor, 
Rossier School of Education, University of 
Southern California
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session I - 9:25 - 10:20 a.m.  •  session ii - 10:30 - 11:25 a.m.

Option E

There’s Magic Inside: Maximizing the Cultural
Capital of Students of Color

Intended Audience: Teachers, Administrators & Coordinators (K-6)

During this workshop, participants will explore strategies to 
promote rigor in a responsive learning environment. 
Educators will examine the research around culturally 
and linguistically responsive pedagogy and cultivate 
strategies to validate and affirm students in gifted 
classrooms and Schools for Advanced Studies. Partici-
pants will also explore a variety of engaging and 
research-based instructional activities that support the 
academic development of culturally and linguistically 
diverse students. 

Regina Myles, Standard English Learner Instructional 
Specialist, Academic English Mastery Program, Los Angeles 
Unified School District

Option F

Measuring Creativity

Intended Audience: Teachers, Administrators, Coordinators, Psychologists & Parents (K-12)

This session offers solutions for educators in cultivating, 
identifying and documenting evidence of creativity in 
their students through the arts. Measuring and 
documenting creativity can feel daunting, particularly 
if one is not a practicing, professional artist. Hands-on 
exercises provide teachers with direct experience and 
tools that are immediately applicable in classrooms 
and can be adapted for any grade span or content area. 
They don’t require specialized artistic knowledge or 
training to be implemented in the classroom. Metacognitive 
development is embedded in each activity through options 
for reflecting on learning, as are collaboration skills, the L.A. 
Unified GATE Creative Ability and Leadership Ability categories and socially-emotionally 
responsive instructional best practices.

Tiffany Owens, Associate Director of Professional Development, Inner-City Arts
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session I - 9:25 - 10:20 a.m.  •  session ii - 10:30 - 11:25 a.m.

Option G

Teaching the Gifted Brain: 20 Instructional Strategies
for Creating, Inventing and Leading

Intended Audience: Teachers, Administrators, Coordinators, Psychologists & Parents (K-12)

When teachers use instructional methodology that is consistent 
with the way brains comprehend and retain information, 
gifted and talented students become even more creative 
and inventive and develop additional leadership skills. In 
this highly engaging session, participants will experience 
those same strategies that facilitate learning for all 
brains. These include cooperative learning, metaphor, 
movement, music and problem and project-based 
learning. Attend this session and 1) increase your 
knowledge about the brain as it relates to teaching and 
learning, 2) generate a list of 20 ways to deliver quality 
instruction and 3) learn to apply techniques for looking 
younger and living longer! Educators have called this session 
informative, practical and so much fun!

Marcia Tate, Ed.D., Educational Consultant & Author

Option H

The Psychology, Neuroanatomy and Care of the Creative
Brain and Person

Intended Audience: Teachers, Administrators, Coordinators, Psychologists & Parents (K-12)

Gifted creatives have unique brain circuitry and dimensions 
of personality and psychology that serve to open their 
imagination to divergent experiences, ideas and 
possibilities. Originating with a unique neuroanatomy 
and physiology, gifted creatives experience elevated 
intellectual, sensory and emotional processing. 
Often immersed in creative pursuits and related 
states of flow while spending time in solitude, their 
ideas and behaviors may be misunderstood by others. 
Learn about the nature of the creative brain and 
development along with approaches for balancing the 
life of the creative soul.  

Nicole Tetreault, Ph.D., Neuroscientist, Researcher, Author & Speaker
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 Session III at-a-Glance (Plenary) 11:35 a.m.-12:45 p.m.

You Matter
Matthew Emerzian, Founder & CEO,
Every Monday Matters

Creativity? Curiouser and Curiouser
Lisa Van Gemert, Educator, Speaker & Gifted and 
Talented Consultant

Time for Optimism?
Gary Stager, Ph.D., Author and Consultant

Screenagers: Next Chapter – Uncovering Skills for 
Stress Resilience 
Documentary Film

Option A

Option B

Option C

Option D
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Session III (Plenary)       11:35 a.m.-12:45 p.m.

Option A

You Matter

Intended Audience: Teachers, Administrators, Coordinators & Parents (K-12)

You matter to so many people – to yourself, your students, your 
colleagues, your relationships, your community and to the 
world. However, sometimes it all seems so overwhelming 
and we disconnect from or simply forget how incredible 
we are. This plenary session will inspire you to own 
your awesomeness and will boldly remind you just 
how much and why you matter. Get ready for a highly 
engaging and life-changing experience. You matter.

Matthew Emerzian, Founder & CEO,
Every Monday Matters

Option B

Creativity, Curiouser and Curiouser

Intended Audience: Teachers, Administrators, Coordinators, Psychologists & Parents (K-12)

If you want students to be more creative, they’ve got to get 
more curious. This session shares how to do just that with 
specific strategies any teacher can use right away to 
excite curiosity in their students.

Lisa Van Gemert, Educator, Speaker & Gifted and 
Talented Consultant
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Creativity is just connecting things. When you ask creative 
people how they did something, they feel a little guilty 
because they didn’t really do it, they just saw something. It 
seemed obvious to them after a while.

- Steve Jobs



Session III (Plenary)       11:35 a.m.-12:45 p.m.

Option C

Time for Optimism?

Intended Audience: Teachers, Administrators, Coordinators, Psychologists & Parents (K-12)

Although it might not feel like it in public schools these days, 
there may be reason for optimism. The children of the first 
Millennials are now entering school. This emerging 
generation of parents will greet the schooling of their 
children with a hunger for a different educational diet 
than they experienced, even if they have no idea what 
that might be. Remarkable new materials and 
software are creating opportunities not just to teach 
things we have always wanted kids to know, but are 
granting students access to new knowledge domains, 
ways of knowing and creative outlets unimaginable just a 
few years ago. Although we face an uncertain future, we do 
know a great deal about how to amplify the potential of each 
teacher and learner today. During his presentation, Dr. Stager will share ideas for 
inspiring creative, humane and joyful learning adventures for kids.  

Gary Stager, Ph.D., Author and Consultant

Option D

Screenagers: Next Chapter – Uncovering Skills for Stress Resilience 

Intended Audience: Teachers, Administrators, Coordinators, Psychologists & Parents (K-12)

Filmmaker and physician Dr. Delaney Ruston uses a personal 
lens and professional eye to flip the script on stress, anxiety 
and depression. Dr. Ruston finds herself at a loss on how to 
help her own teenage children as they struggle with their 
emotional well-being. She sets out to understand the 
challenges in our current screen-filled society and how 
parents and schools can empower teens to overcome mental 
health challenges and build emotional agility, communication 
savvy and stress resilience.  Interwoven into the stories are 
surprising insights from brain researchers, psychologists 
and thought-leaders that reveal evidence-based ways to 
support mental wellness among our youth. The impact of social media and other 
screen time is incorporated in all of the topics raised in  Screenagers: Next Chapter, 
including how it may be impacting our teens’ mental health and what we can do to 
help youth in the face of struggles.

Documentary Film
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WITH APPRECIATION
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On behalf of L.A. Unified Gifted/Talented Programs, Advanced Learning 
Options, and the Greater Los Angeles Gifted Children’s Association, we 
want to express our sincere gratitude for your attendance at the 46th 
Annual Los Angeles City/County Conference on Gifted Education. 

Educators in the Gifted and Talented Education (GATE) community are 
no strangers to innovation, flexibility and perseverance. At our core, 
we believe that differentiation is the key to ensuring that the unique 
intellectual, academic and social-emotional needs of our students are 
met. We are continually advocating for a complex and often-misunder-
stood group of learners. Because of this, we are accustomed to tackling 
challenges head-on with creativity, a growth mindset and unparalleled 
determination. 

During these unprecedented times, we are reminded of how important it 
is to create, invent and lead. We have watched in awe as our friends and 
colleagues have risen to the challenge of addressing the needs of 
students in fresh and unexpected ways. It has been scary, uncomfortable 
and difficult – yet we push forward. Educators are using bathtubs and 
kitchen counters as home offices. We are learning how to utilize new 
technology and working tirelessly to reimagine our curriculum and 
instruction. We are juggling work with caregiving for children, family 
members and those in our community. We are continuing to connect, 
support, teach and inspire – all while trying to maintain our own 
mental, physical and social-emotional well-being. We are always 
searching for silver linings.  

After 46 years, pivoting our annual conference to a virtual platform – 
with limited notice and no prior experience – is a testament to what is 
possible. As we all continue to learn, survive and thrive in this uncertain 
landscape, we are confident that GATE educators will be at the 
forefront of the movement to ensure equitable access to high-quality 
distance learning opportunities for our students. 

Thank you for your support and dedication. Continue to create, invent 
and lead – as you inspire the next generation of creators, inventors and 
leaders. They are needed now more than ever. 



Thank you for attending the
46th Annual Los Angeles City/County Conference

on Gifted/Talented Education

With Deep Appreciation for your Contribution and Support

Sponsor Acknowledgment

Gifted/Talented
Programs (GATE)

Advanced
Placement (AP)

Advancement Via
Individual Determination

(AVID)

International
Baccalaureate (IB)

los angeles unified school district
division of instruction  

advanced learning options

https://achieve.lausd.net/Page/1086
https://achieve.lausd.net/alo
https://achieve.lausd.net/alo
https://achieve.lausd.net/alo
http://www.giftedchildrenla.org
https://achieve.lausd.net/domain/4

	Workshop Title: 
	Workshop Title_2: 
	Workshop Title_3: 
	Workshop Title_4: 
	Workshop Title_5: 
	Workshop Title_6: 


